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Argadeis, whose origin and original purpose, in spite of much
ingenuity, remains obscure, occurred widely in this area.
Attested by Herodotos (v, 66 and 69) as the ancient sub-
divisions of the population of Attica and Ionia, they are also
mentioned in inscriptions of Delos, Teos, Ephesos, Perinthos
(a Samian colony), and Kyzikos and Tomoi, colonies of
Miletos. Other tribes, however, occur alongside them in the
Samian and Milesian instances and at Ephesos ; tribes called
the Boreis and Oinopes.1 All this is consistent with the belief
of the ancient writers, that at the time of the migrations
Attica, the only part of the mainland to escape conquest,
was crowded with refugees and that it was here that many
of the colonizing swarms were organized, under the leader-
ship either of princes of the Athenian royal house or of
Pylian chieftains, themselves refugees from their country
in the South-west Peloponnese.2 The four tribes will then
have been old divisions of the Attic population, and the
Boreis and Oinopes will represent the non-Attic refugees.
Within the Ionic area numerous sub-dialects became
distinguishable during the home-keeping Dark Age : Attic
differs from the Ionic of Euboia, and within the Asiatic
Ionia itself a well-known passage of Herodotos (i, 142, 2-3)
mentions four such sub-divisions; one characteristic of
Samos, one of Miletos with the neighbouring petty states of
Myous and Priene, one of Chios and her mainland neighbour
Erythrai (in spite of a neighbourly enmity between them),
and one of the northern and central Ionian group, Kolophon,
Ephesos, Lebedos, Teos, Klazomenai, and Phokaia.
It was among these lonians, above all, that the move-
ment began that led to the Greek Renaissance. Their lineage,
we have seen, was mixed, and the storm and stress of the age
in which the old civilization foundered must have had upon
1 See Beloch, G.G., I, ii, pp. 97-100. For O'vcarres, cf. Olvoiritav, the
legendary founder of Chios (Ion of Chios, ap. Plutarch, Theseus, c. 20).
* Hdt., loc. cit.; cf. Str. xiv, 632-8, quoting Mimnermos (frag, 12) for the
Pylian tradition, which is therefore seventh century—too early for much
garbling of tradition by theory to have taken place ; and Solon, frag. 4 (Ar.
Ath, Pol. 5) little, if at all later, for Athens as the " most ancient land of
,, Ionia".

